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CONPIDENTIAL KINSHASA I04I2 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: EMIN CG 

SUBJ: PRENCH EFPORTS TO OBTAIN ZAIRIAN MINERALS MARKETING CONTRACT 
REF: KINSHASA MEMCON DATED SEPT 6, 1977 

1. REP MEMCON REPORTED THAT ZAIRIAN STATE-OWNED MINERALS MARKETING 
PRIM, SOZACOM, INTENDS TO ASSUME GREATER RESPONSIBILITY POR MARKETING 
MINERAL PRODUCTS. CURRENTLY ALL SOZACOM PRODUCTS ARE MARKETED BY 
SOCIETE GENERALE DE BELGIQUE (SGB), BUT SGB'S MARKETING CONTRACT 
WITH SOZACOM WILL EXPIRE IN JAN 1978. 

2. PRESIDENT GISCARD D'ESTAING'S BROTHER, OLIVIER GISCARD D'ESTAING, 

IS CURRENTLYVISITING ZAIRE. WE HAVE BEEN INPORMED BY A KNOWLEDGEABLE 
SOURCE THAT PURPOSE OP HIS VISIT IS TO ATTEMPT TO NEGOTIATE 
A MARKETING CONTRACT BETWEEN SOZACOM AND PRENCH INTERESTS TO REPLACE 
THAT OP SGM. 

3. COMMENT: IT WILL BE RECALLED THAT IN 1975 PRENCH INTERESTS 
ATTEMPTED TO OBTAIN MARKETING CONTRACT WITH SOZACOM BUT LOST OUT 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KINSHA 10412 030856Z 

TO SGM, REPORTEDLY BECAUSE OP HIGH-LEVEL BELGIAN PRESSURES AND BECAUS 
E 

SGM ALSO HAS CONTRACT WITH STATE-OWNED MINING FIRM, GECAMINES, 

WHEREBY IT SUPPLIES EXPATRIATE PERSONNEL AND OTHER SERVICES WHICH 
WOULD BE EXTREMELY DIFPICULT TO OBTAIN ON SHORT NOTICE PROM OTHER 
SOURCES. RENEWED COMPETITION BETWEEN PRENCH AND BELGIAN INTERESTS 
POR LUCRATIVE SOZACOM MARKETING CONTRACT WILL UNDOUBTEDLY AGGREVATE 
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SUSPICION WIDELY HELD AMONG BELGIANS HERE THAT ERENCH ARE SEEKING TO 
TAKE OVER THEIR PRIMARY POLITICAL/ECONOMIC POSITION IN ZAIRE. 

CUTLER 
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